Teen crash vietims

The musical tribute at Smithtown

Distefano  and
Vore than 700 peopie attended the
event, which festured 25 diferent
performing  acts ranging from
Fecording artsts to studens from both
Smithtown high schools. Performances
included an array of songs, speeches
resentations that spoke
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“In the beginning stages of this
tribute, it was just a dream that the

sons that all could see, feel and hear
once again. For this, we are eternally
blessed and grateful,” said Janet
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REASON TO SING: Ralph Claudio re-
ceived a standing ovation for his perfor-

mance of an original rap song writen in
memory of Daniel Distefano during the me-
moral concert at Smithiown high School
West May 3

reflect the boys’ musical tastes, while
allowing some latitude for performers
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and the dream alive.”
Craig Cooper, a Smithtown resident
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ambitious plans to fruition,
“None ofus could have hoped for a more
wonderful eve
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honored at special memorial concert

Smittown, West Jafs Clioks and

‘Stomp,” drum ensemble from

Semithiown Essr called *Strest Beat”
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Andrew Fedder on pians and Michas
Kennedy on bass. performed
“Stairway to Heaven,” the legendary

Coryell. He s best known as the bassist
for the band Mountain, with Leslie
West. Mr. Coven brought guitarist
‘Teddy Rondinelli, who played with the
60's-70's band Vanilla Fudge. They
performed  Mountain's “Mississippi
Queen.”

Another powerful moment which
again brought the audience to its

cautioned the audience that the song.
was R-rated. “Ralph asked me before
he went on stage if he should omit the

School May3.

expletives from his lyrics. I told him
absolutely not - those words reflect
how you reacted, how you felt, and
nothing could express the sadness
and the hurt you have experienced
more truthfully,

Sarah MeLachlan's T

T You” as the opening song
e i e
anthem.

Two videos — one for Mr. Western
and one for Mr. Distefano, produced by
Ralph Claudio, Kevin Brosnan, Mike
ly and Brett Groneman ended

with lengthy standing ovations.
to Cooper, the
proceeds from the event will exceed
$20,000—double  the original
expectations. The funds will be used

to create a landscaped area at High
School West, which will be known as

Businesses
organizations fror
metropolitan area dor
70 gifts that were auctioned off before
the concert. In addition to more than
$7,000 in ticket sales, more than
$10,000 in cash donations enabled
the event team to produce a 28-page
(Continued on page 14)




Many memories at memorial concert

(Continued from page
program with tribute ads and murhmg

letters from the families, the two
high school principals, Cooper and
members of the student committee,

donatior Ne Franchise
Management,  which  owne
now-closed Maggie Moos Ice Cre

franchises on Long Island, saluted
their employee Michael Western with
a half-page insertion that read, *Mike,
the Maggie Moos and NexCen family

According to Mr. Cooper, “WBAB
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portance of safe driving.” They even
had Joe R weekend disc jockey
(and soon-to-be Smithtown resident)

join the concert as a guest emcee.
Rock bantered with Cooper and before
saying goodnight to the audience,
brought his own guitar on stage and
performed a song for the audience.
The night lasted much I
anyone expected. Early on, Mr. Cooper
told theaudience that the concertwould
end sometime after 11 p.m. Sometime.
after midnight, he joked that he wasn't
sure which time zone he meant. When

in attendance were treated to one of
the mosteleetr performances
of the night. John Pagano, a 200

Smithtown graduate and a nationally-
known blues performer led the
student musicians in a 10-minute jam
session, performing the classic “Feelin’
Allright” M;
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a
hlera\ly played face-to-face with the
guests who stayed until the final note.
was played.



